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Clearances to temporary buildings, structures and fencing
A recent event at the entrance to the Severn Tunnel when the door of a temporary cabin, provided for messing facilities closer to the site of work than the access point, was hit by a passenger train raised the issue of how close to the track can such an item safely be placed. 
This updated briefing note addresses the issues of design and installation of temporary structures that need to be considered before any item is placed on or near the line.

The relevant parts of the Rule Book are:-

Module G1

· Section 3.11 states that you must not allow any part of the vehicle including open doors to come within 2 metres (2.75 metres if the line speed is over 125mph) of any line on which trains may approach. 
· Section 3.12 b) quotes the same distance for tents (but does allow it to be reduced to 1.25 metres if a TSR or ESR of 20mph has been imposed).
Module T6

· Section 9.1 requires all tools and materials are left clear of the line and are:

· at least 2 metres  (2.75 metres if the line speed is over 125mph) from the nearest rail on which a train is passing unless you are absolutely sure they will not be moved by the slipstream of the passing train

· not left where they obstruct or become a tripping hazard to other people on walking routes, walkways, refuges or recesses.

· Section 10.2 requires you move equipment and secure it clear of the line to allow trains to pass.

When planning the use of temporary buildings, structures or fencing competent persons must undertake the Design and must comply with the above rules.  The “design” may be informal and carried out on site by the person accepting delivery of buildings, erecting fences etc.  However it is preferable that a sketch is produced before taking delivery or commencing work, which shows the relevant setting out and clearance dimensions.  The design sketch should be reviewed and signed by a competent manager.

Consideration should be given to:-

· Inclusion within the Work Package Plan.
· Form C Approval of Temporary Works by the Clients Representative.
· Position of vehicles during delivery / loading / unloading

· Separation by fencing between doors and running lines.

· Doors / windows in open position.

· Where is the “position of safety” during installation, use, removal of temporary structures?

· Provision of “Limited Clearance” or “No Refuges” signs.
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